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The Committee on Elections also, through i
man, Mr. Markell, submitted the report in ¢
of the contest of the election of Dr. Washiy
Tuck vs. Dr. George Wells: '

The Committee on Elections to which w: S
the returns and testimony taken in the conte
tion case of

4 by law to the clerk of the Cilfcuit Court for
Arundel county, and that the said ballots were
oly kept until they were opened by the special ex-
I yrappointed by the Circuit Court for Anne Arundel
»f” for the purpose of recounting the ballots in the
e the contested election of Dennis Claude vs.
s R. Brashears in the matter of the contest of the
on of the said Brashears to the office of State’s
torney for Anne Arundel county. A copy of the
Ltimony taken in the said case of Claude vs. Bra-
ars as to the safe custody of said ballot-boxes and
contents was also filed by the agreement of coun-
1 in this case; and there was also filed in this case
tified copy of the result of the recount of the
ted Dballots cast at the election of November 5,
in Anne Arundel county, whereby it appeared
176 ballots had been rejected and excluded from
ount because the cross-mark of the voter was
d in the large square to the right of the Repub-
emblem at the head of the Independent column
the official ballot. We find that the official sample
t sent down by the Secretary of State to the su-
isors of election in the several counties of the
, including the supervisors of election in Anne
ndel county, was arranged with the Democratic
et on the extreme left. To the right of the Dem-
tic ticket was placed the Republican ticket, and
e right of the Republican ticket was placed the
ibition ticket, and to the right of the Prohibition
et was placed the People’s Party ticket, and to the
ght of the People’s Party ticket was placed a blank
mn reserved for independent voting. And on the
official sample ballot opposite each party emblem
a large square space indicating the proper place
hich the voter should place his X. But we find
in Anne Arundel county the arrangement of the
1al ballot was altered and so transposed as to place
Prohibition ticket mnext to the Democratic ticket
the Republican ticket to the extreme right of the
1al ballot, with only a vacant column reserved for
€pendent voting to the right of the Republican
mn, That opposite the respective party emblems
‘the heaq of the several columns were long, narrow
Hallelograms, instead of squares, in which the voter

ire

s

Dr. Washington G. Tuck
8.
Dr. George Wells.
In the matter of the contest of the electie
Wells to the office of Clerk of the Cire
for Anne Arundel county,

Respectfully report, that they have aff
parties full opportunity to be heard by co
after a full examination of the law and fact
in the case and careful consideration of thet
they submit the resolutions hereto ann
result of their conclusions:

First. They are satisfied upon the exam:
the law and the precedents in such ecas S, 1
House of Delegates has no authority unde:
stitution to legislate into office the sue
testant, but that it is the duty of the House
gates to order a new election in such case
scribed by section 12 of Article 4 of the Cox
that section providing as follows: ‘‘If in a
election for judges, clerks of the courts of
registers of wills the opposing candidates sha
an equal number of votes, it shall be the
Governor to order a new election; and in ca
contested elections the Governor shall sen
turns to the House of Delegates which shall
election and qualification of the candida
election; and if the judgment shall be again
who has been returned elected or the on
been commissioned by the Gavernor, the
Delegates shall order a new election with
days.”

The evidence in this case produced on b
contestant, Dr. Washington G. Tuck, sho
return judges of the election returned the ba
and their contents duly sealed up and end
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was expected to put his X, except that op
Republican emblem, as above stated,
vacant square at the head of the Indepen
and with a long, narrow parallelogram se
square space from the Republican pa:
which was so small as to hardly attract a
that at the head of the baliots abo
was placed the following instructions: ‘‘Az
the large square space to the right of t
blem at the head of party ticket mean
the names in that column, and no other X
We find that intelligent persons, one
Fay, for thirty years a professorat the Nav
another, Lieut. Theodric Porter, of the U
Navy, and others, following this instrue
their X in the large square above indicat
176 ballots marked in the way above de
voted in Anne Arundel couuty on the
ber last and were excluded from the
judges of election and rejected, and th:
alone are more than the majority~by w :
testee, Dr. George Wells, was returned ber, 1895

‘We find that the supervisors of ele
Arundel county did not give to the Rep
in Anne Arundel county the officers of
ballot clerks and book clerks requeste
that in some instances they wholly refu
‘with their request, and in other instan
persons to these positions against the
of the Republican representatives. We i
accredited representatives of the Repub
were not permitted to come inside the
the voting houses to witness the count
that a member of this House of Deleg:
publican ticket at the election of No
was violently expelled by force from the p¢
in the Fourth election district of Anne Art
‘That an attempt was made to bribe T
appointed to witness the count in saic
that the official tally of the vote cast by
cans in said district and returned by
election is considerably less than a ta
Republican vote by the Republican bal
testified to in this case. That several

during the election had in said Fourth district
g polls closed to voters for a space of time
ther occupying about two hours, according t(;
the witnesses testifying in this case; and that
ther the conduct of the election in said Fourth
gwas of such a character as to wholly invalidate
ction in said Fourth district and to so affect the
result In connection With other facts and cir-
nces hereinbefore set out as to render null and
e said election.

y reason, therefore, of the facts herein

d in vindication of the purity, free%e(fr?lreaieg
7 of the ballot-box and the Pprotection that
be extended to the voter in the expression of
ebetweep the respective candidates at the
our committee are satisfied that a new election
be ordered, and they recommend the adoption
following resolutions :

, for clerk of the Circuit Con £
rundel county, in said county, Dr. éeofgg
8 was not duly and legally elected clerk of the
Court, for Anne Arundel county.
ved, (2) by the House of Delegates

/ of Mary-
hat an election for clerk of théq Circu‘{:; Ogg?r{t

to be held on the 21st day of April, 1896, in

G P, MARKELL,
b Chairman.
‘;n;::;:my then presented the minority report
- dtter of the contested election e !
' ington G. Tuck R anl
i 8
B8 Wols ¢ :

» lor the office of Clerk of th ircui
e 1, ~ourt for Anne Arundel County Wi
HOon0orapie :
he House of Delegates of Marylund:

un Wi
,Ol'iible to agree with the conclusions reached
. ¥ of the Committee .on elections in thig
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f herehy bes leave to make il i of the First election district of Anne Arundel
case I hereby beg e fol b, admit, under oath, that they each marked the

report: €
e : S s of several hundred Republican voters without
5tﬁdé)ft %o?ggéZ?, ]11%1515,1 1%}?01?;2 %\;gﬁg W hem any question as to their ability to read
for the office of clerk of the Circuit te, or whether they were physically disabled
Democratic ticket, and Washington G, parking their ballots, and in the case of Best he
date for the same office upon the Repuk by his own testimony, that he knew the col-
When the ballot re counted G o on the outside of the polling place who
S A i i ding these voters to him, to thus have their
f}‘mﬁ{i rgturne_;ld n%iggegn(;)yﬁf% mjgy marked in utter violation of the law.
uggn Odu(i];e o(;lmmissioned b; thie &S” ifiicult to understand why a majority of the
term of six years, and has therefore b mittee on FElections should see fit to rebuke the
and entered upon the discharge of h atic ballot clerks of Calvert county for thus
I therefore agree with the conclu b;ilk‘)ts’A while they pass unnoticed the acts of
majority of the committee that, if i g n ??_e ‘%qu‘.ﬂ county, who happen to
ainst the validity of the election 1 PPRLIEALORIICE: 2 themselves.
?ﬁ%gt then all that this House can do is i 232111011113 t%gt&egfontfs?m ghatl"é’%‘il d, amti' the tes-
y i ion, i vith 1y ve, fraud at the voting pre-
g% :ggtc;:rll f;eigrilil(’glz? 4{:1(:3}) r%}sllzxc%o in the Fourth election district of Anne Arundel
State: but i, my opinion a careful rea y, and also in the Second precinct of the Third
mony, filed in this case with an applical lon district of said county. ~As to this latter pre-
governing such cases will show itous .hsftestldmony utterly fails to show even an at-
conclusively that this election should 3 adlr;?.u » and in fact the attorney for the con-
- itted no proof of it, and that the Republi-

stand. ty was fully repre : i ;
i ) sented 2
An examination of the election . v y represented at said voting pre

Arundel county at said election ¥
Republican Senator was elected by OV
majority, while Wells, the Democrs (¢}
clerk was elected by one hundred a
Candidates for the other offices on I
elected from both parties, with majori
every case. To one familiar with electi
the cases where fraud has been proven
is sufficient to disprove any wholesale
election. _
From reading the testimony, one can.
the acts of the election officials of bot:
election were in some cases irregula
cases illegal, and in direct violation of
ballot law. ]
Thus two of the Republican ballot
election, namely, William H, Shipley: at
election district, and Hezekiah Best, Of
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Fourth election district the Republican bal-
y Wm. H. Shipley, above mentioned, who was
e In marking the ballots of the Republican
In direct violation of law, attempts to show
0 the part of the other election officials, and
marked more Republican ballots than were
in the count.
éful examination of his testimony will show
ethod of keeping a record of the ballots
¥ hlm_is not satisfactory, and his tally-sheet
€ case is, to say the least, calculated to excite
L as to its correctness.
% other hand, the testimony of Joseph A.
H,I? lifelong wapublican, and a delegate to
testlcan convention that nominated Dr. Tuck,
S’a'dam’ and a representative of the Tuck fac-
d convention, himself the book clerk at said






